
 

SAMPLE PRACTICE SET - 02 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

Directions (Qs. 1 & 2): Choose the word that is nearest in meaning to the 
given word. 

1. ADULATE: 
(a) Moderate 
(b) Admire 
(c) Lambaste 
(d) Adulterate 

2. RECANT: 
(a) Noisy 
(b) Militarise 
(c) Reuse 
(d) Assert 

3. What is the opposite of “Hapless”? 
(a) kind 
(b) significant 
(c) lucky 
(d) distinct 

4. What is the opposite of Sedate 
(a) Excite 
(b) Shy 
(c) Mobile 
(d) Inebriate 

5. What is the opposite of Lascivious? 
(a) Manifest 
(b) Devout 
(c) Whip 
(d) Chaste 

Directions (Qs. 6 & 7): Choose the word that is nearest in meaning to the 
given word. 

6. Select the word closely related to platitude. 
(a) Trite remark 
(b) Concerned feeling 
(c) Disdainful attitude 
(d) Protest 

7. Select the word most closely related to buttress: 

       



 

(a) Obliterate 
(b) Confuse 
(c) Overlook 
(d) Support 

Directions (Qs. 8 to 10): Choose the word which is most nearly the SAME 
in meaning from the given options: 

8. Shrewd 
(a) Erudite 
(b) Profound 
(c) August 
(d) Artful 

9. Fatigue 
(a) Sleepy 
(b) Weariness 
(c) Drowsiness 
(d) Sweating 

10. Debonair 
(a) Confident 
(b) Elegant 
(c) Charming 
(d) Stylish 

Directions (Qs. 11 to 15): Legal phrases are followed by four meanings. 
Choose the most appropriate option. 

11. “Amicus curiae” refers to 
(a) Friend of the court 
(b) Amicable settlement out of court 
(c) Case pending in a court 
(d) None of the above 

12. the maxim ‘de minimus non curat lex’ means 
(a) Law would not take action in serious matter 
(b) Law would not take action on small and trifling matter 
(c) Law does not ignore any act which causes the slightest harm 
(d) Law would take action in small and trifling act. 

13. What does the phrase “lex est norma recti” mean? 
(a) Law is a rule of right 
(b) Law rules the rights 
(c) Law is a rule of State 
(d) Law follows equity. 

14. What is the meaning of this Latin phrase “audi alteram partem”? 
(a) No one shall be judge in his own cause 
(b) No one shall be condemned unheard 
(c) Rights are associated with duties 



 

(d) None of the above 
15. What is the term used for the principles laid down in a judgement? 

(a) Obiter dicta 
(b) Ratio decidendi 
(c) Jus cogens 
(d) Interpretation 

Directions (Qs. 16 to 20): Read the following passage carefully and choose 
the most appropriate answer to each question out of the four alternatives 
given. 

Thomas Edison was born in 1847 in Milan, Ohio. He was nicknamed “Al” at an 
early age. At age 11, Edison moved to Michigan where he spent the remainder 
of his childhood. Thomas Edison struggled at school, but learned to love 
reading and conducting experiments from his mother who taught him at home. 
At age 15, Edison became a “tramp telegrapher”, sending and receiving 
messages via Morse code, an electronically-conveyed alphabet using different 
clicks electronically-conveyed mesages via Morse code, an electronically-
conveyed alphabet using different clicks for each latter. In 1870, Edison moved 
to New York City and improved the stock ticker. He soon formed his own 
company that manufactured the new stock tickers. He also began working on 
the telegraph, and invented a version that could send four messages at once. 
Edison then moved with his famous laboratory. In 1877, Edison, with help from 
“muckers”, individuals from around the world looking to make fortunes in 
America, invented the phonograph. The phonograph was a machine that 
recorded and played back sounds. IN 1878, Edison invented the light bulb as 
well as the power grid system, which could generate electricity and deliver it to 
homes through a network of wires. He subsequently started the Edison Electric 
Light Company in October of 1878. Edison continued to invent or improve 
products and make significant contributions to x-ray technology, storage 
batteries and motion pictures (movies). Edison was a prolific inventor, holding 
1,093 US patents in his name, as well as many patents in the United Kingdom, 
France and Germany. 

16. As per the above paragraph, which of the following was the first 
accomplishment of Thomas Edison? 
(a) Inventing tin foil 
(b) Inventing an improved stock ticker 
(c) Inventing the light bulb 
(d) Inventing an improved x-ray 

17. A phonograph is most similar to 
(a) A record player 
(b) A walkie-talkie 
(c) A television 
(d) A microphone 



 

18. In which state did Thomas Edison not live? 
(a) Michigan 
(b) New York 
(c) Ohio 
(d) Massachusetts 

19. Which of the following describes Morse Code most appropriately? 
(a) A system of clicks that stand for current 
(b) A system of clicks that stand for letters 
(c) A system of clicks that stand for words 
(d) A system of clicks that stands for signals. 

20. Who s a “mucker”? 
(a) Someone from m Thomas Edison’s family 
(b) Someone from another country 
(c) Someone from another country hoping to make a fortune in America 
(d) Someone from another country hopping to find a home in America 

Directions (Qs. 21 to 23): In each of the following sentences four words or 
phrases are underlined. If there is any mistake with regard to grammar or 
usage, it is in the underlined part only. Identify the incorrect part. 

21. The hope/(A) to go through/(B) the book today I have/(C) almost read/(D) 
half of it. 
(a) B 
(b) C 
(c) D 
(d) A 

22. On listening/(A) to the confession of love/(B) she blushed until/(C) she was 
purple/(D). 
(a) A 
(b) C 
(c) B 
(d) D 

23. Since/(A) I have forgotten/(B) all the equation I will have/(C) to start from 
the scratch/(D). 
(a) C 
(b) D 
(c) A 
(d) B 

24. The four sentence given below are jumbled constituent sentences of a 
paragraph. Read each sentence carefully and then pick the option in which 
the sentences would form the best sequence. 
i. This clearly indicates that the brains of men and women are 

organised differently in the way they process speech. 



 

ii. Difference in the way men and women process language is of special 
interest to brain researches. 

iii. However, women are more likely than men to suffer axphysia when 
the front part of the brain is damaged. 

iv. It has been known that axphasia—a kind a speech disorder—is more 
common in men than in women when the left side of the brain is 
damaged in an accident or after a stroke. 

(a) ii, i, iv, iii 
(b) iv, i, iii, ii 
(c) iv, iii, i, ii 
(d) ii, iv, iii, i 

Directions (Qs. 25 & 26): In the following questions four alternatives are 
given for the idom/phrase italicised and underlined in the sentence. Choose 
the alternative which most appropriately expresses the meaning of the 
idiom/phrase. 

25. “Hanging fire” means: 
(a) Going to be sacrificed 
(b) going on slowly 
(c) Being hotly debated 
(d) Going to be burnt soon 

26. “Go out on a limb” means 
(a) Being at two places at the same time 
(b) Put oneself in a isolated or disadvantageous position 
(c) Going somewhere without being noticed 
(d) Fracturing one’s own limb 

27. Choose the exact meaning of the given idoms/phrases: 
To mince words 
(a) To make matters difficult 
(b) To win over people 
(c) To be blunt 
(d) To talk in an indirect way 

28. Choose the exact meaning of the given idoms/phrases: 
Ran in the same groove 
(a) Promoted each other 
(b) Clashed with each other 
(c) Moved in harmony 
(d) Moved in different directions 

Directions (Qs. 29 & 33): Find the best alternative for the given sentences. 

29. A post without any compensation or remuneration 
(a) Voluntary 
(b) Sinecure 
(c) Honorary 



 

(d) Non-Participating 
30. A short usually amusing story about some real person/event 

(a) Anecdote 
(b) Allegory 
(c) Tale 
(d) Antidote 

31. Fear of open spaces 
(a) Obsession 
(b) Agoraphobia 
(c) Hallucination 
(d) Somnambulism 

32. Of the sense of touch is 
(a) Tannery 
(b) Tactile 
(c) Olfactory 
(d) None of the above 

33. The system of putting plants and animals into various classes. 
(a) Topiary 
(b) Ornithology 
(c) Taxonomy 
(d) Agronomy 

Directions (Qs. 34 & 35): Choose the most appropriate option to fill in the 
blanks: 

34. .................................... the green room now? 
(a) Whos in 
(b) Whose in 
(c) Who’s in 
(d) Whos’ in 

35. The rumors were ........................ and she welcomed the opportunity to 
.................. them. 
(a) appealing, demystify 
(b) fabricated, demystify 
(c) fabricated, refute 
(d) pertinent, enjoy 

Directions (Qs. 36 & 37): Choose the most appropriate word among the 
four given alternatives to fill in the gap. 

36. My mother asked me to demonstrate a _________ of common sense to 
make the right decision. 
(a) Modicum 
(b) Fractious 
(c) Disdain 
(d) Culpability 



 

37. Although leprosy is not a highly contagious disease, those who have 
contracted it have always been pariahs and have been ________ by others. 
(a) Accepted 
(b) Admonished 
(c) Sheltered 
(d) Ostracized 

Directions (Qs. 38 to 40): In each of the following passages, every blank is 
numbered distinctly and option for the blanks are given against 
corresponding numbers. Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate word 
from the options given: 

Around the world, forests are being destroyed at a rate of about thirteen million 
hectares a year and deforestation accounts for an estimated 17% - 20% of all 
global emissions. In addition, forests and other terrestrial carbon sinks play a 
...38... role in preventing runaway climate change, soaking up a full 2.6 Gt of 
atmospheric carbon every year. The destruction of forests, therefore, not only 
emits carbon – a staggering 1.6 Gt a year, which severely ...39... forests’ 
capacity to absorb emissions from other sources – but also drastically ...40... the 
amount of forest land available to act as a carbon sink in the future. 

38. (a) tough 
(b) important 
(c) vital 
(d) biggest 

39. (a) affect 
(b) diminish 
(c) increases 
(d) impairs 

40. (a) plagues 
(b) develops 
(c) reduces 
(d) shortens 

41. Find out the sentence/s which is/are written correctly. 
a. Charles is a gifted footballer, but up to now he didn’t play well in 

international matches. 
b. We’ve been staying with Paul and Jenny until last weekend. 
c. He just heard the news and was rushing home to tell his family. 
d. When I grow up I’m going to be an astronaut. 
(a) a, d 
(b) c 
(c) d 
(d) d, c 

Directions (Qs. 42 to 44): Observe the following sentences where same word 
in different form is used keeping the sense of the sentence same. In the 



 

following questions, the sentences have some element of similarly. You have 
to find out the similarly and choose the option which is odd one out. 

42. (a) Such jokes do not give me any amusement. 
 Such jokes do not amuse me. 
(b) He put up a brave fight. 
 He fought bravely. 
(c) Her failure disappointed her. 
 She failed and it disappointed her. 
(d) The boy gave a prompt answer. 
 The boy answered promptly. 

43. (a) Getting up he walked away. 
 He got up and walked away. 
(b) Fortunately, nothing has happened. 
 It was fortunate that nothing has happened. 
(c) You must take rest to get well. 
 You must take some rest otherwise you can’t get well. 
(d) He made a promise. He kept it. 
 He not only made a promise but also kept it. 

44. (a) Mother said to Geeta, “Where are you going?” 
 Mother asked Geeta where she was going. 
(b) Radhika said, “Can you tell me how to reach there?” “Yes”, said Ram. 
 Radhika asked if he could tell her how to reach there. Ram replied that 

he could. 
(c) All could hear the mournful wails of his wife.  
 The mournful wails of his wife could be heard by all. 
(d) She said to her husband, “Did you like my dance yesterday?" 
 She asked her husband if he had liked her dance the last day. 

Directions (Qs. 45 to 47): Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate word 
from the options given. 

45. I like to watch ............ play badminton in my garden. 
(a) Them 
(b) They 
(c) She 
(d) He 

46. She practiced hard ............ she could perform well. 
(a) Unless 
(b) Hence 
(c) So that 
(d) For 

47. .......... the room, the door suddenly swung and hit her in the face. 
(a) On entering 
(b) Entering 



 

(c) As she entered 
(d) While entering 

Directions (Qs. 48 to 50): In the following questions, four alternatives are 
given for idiom/phrases. Choose the alternative which best expresses the 
meaning of the idiom/phrase from the options given. 

48. The girls hit it off right away. 
(a) Got along very well 
(b) Clobbered 
(c) Became agitated 
(d) Cracked the plan 

49. You have to hustle to get there on time. 
(a) Jostle 
(b) Catch a bus 
(c) Get ready 
(d) Get a move on 

50. To hold something in leash 
(a) To restrain 
(b) To discourage 
(c) To disappoint 
(d) To dismiss 
 
  



 

SAMPLE PRACTICE SET - 02 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
 

ANSWER KEY 
 

1 c 11 a 21 d 31 b 41 c 

2 d 12 b 22 d 32 b 42 d 

3 c 13 a 23 b 33 c 43 b 

4 a 14 b 24 d 34 c 44 c 

5 d 15 b 25 b 35 c 45 a 

6 a 16 b 26 b 36 a 46 c 

7 d 17 a 27 d 37 d 47 c 

8 d 18 d 28 c 38 c 48 a 

9 b 19 b 29 c 39 d 49 d 

10 b 20 c 30 a 40 c 50 a 

 

       


